
SIRS Researcher provides selected full-text articles that support 
grades 6-12.  “Leading Issues” provide nearly 100 topics including 
abortion, gun control, and capital punishment.  Each Leading Issue 
has the topic overview, reviews the pro/con viewpoints and 
provides My Analysis to guide the student through the critical 
thinking process. 

Printable list of 
Leading Issues 

Special features—groups 
specific topics in high 
interest areas. 

SIRS Researcher 
South Dakota Libraries’ Guide to... 

 To Access SIRS Researcher: 
• Go to SD State Library website  

(http://www.sdstatelibrary.com) 
• Click Electronic Resources: 

Complete Listing 
• Click SIRS Researcher 
• Enter your Library Card Number and 

Password Provided by the South Dakota Department of 
Education/ South Dakota State Library. 

SIRS Researcher 
features include: 

• All articles are full-text 
• Nearly 100 Leading 

Issues 
• Articles 
• Research guide 
• Pro/con viewpoints 

• Save your research 
• Create bibliographies 
• Templates for research 

papers and more 
• Three ways to search: 

• Subject heading 
• Keyword 
• Browse leading issues 

• Articles on these major 
topic areas: 

• Business 
• Environment 
• Family 
• Global issues 
• Health 
• Human relations 
• Institutions 
• Science 

• Articles have a Lexile 
score reading level 

• SIRS stands for “Social 
Issues Resources Series” 



Every Leading Issue has an Overview of the 
topic, both sides of the issue and “My Analysis” 
to help guide the research process. 

Printable Research Guide 
— approx 20 pages.  
Includes articles, 
overview, pro/con and My 

MyAnalysis engages students in 
critical thinking process… 

1. Develop  
Basic Knowledge 

2. Understand 
Differences of Opinion 

3. Differentiate 
Fact from Opinion 

4. Formulate 
Your own Opinions  

5. Express 
Your Ideas in Debates, Presentations 
and Research papers! 

Search results guide 
further research 

View only the type 
of information 
needed—including 
graphics, selected 
websites, govern-
ment documents 
and primary 
sources 

Sort by date or 
Lexile reading level 

If you have any questions about 
using this resource, contact a 

South Dakota Librarian. 


